
Professor Marie Connolly 

 

The role of research in shaping action  

5th Annual Sector Research 
Symposium 29-30 October 2015 
Melbourne 



How does research shape action?  

It isn’t always that clear… 



Where research can impact… 

Impact 
zones 
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and 
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http://www.emeraldgrouppublishing.com/authors/impact/ 

Shaping practice 

But ‘how’ isn’t 
necessarily obvious 



What I think we know… 

Is that static ‘evidence’ reports will very 
likely fail to penetrate the thoughts of busy 
practitioners 
 
And that a top-down approach is not likely 
to work. Those who are closest to practice 
are better able to be research champions. 



The ‘how’ is what I want to talk about 
today 

Adapted from Journal of Continuing Education in the Health Professions, Vol. 26, No. 1, Graham, I. D. et al., Lost in 
knowledge translation: Time for a map, pp. 13–24, copyright © 2006, John Wiley & Sons, Inc.)  
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What I want to talk particularly about… 

Adapted from Journal of Continuing Education in the Health Professions, Vol. 26, No. 1, Graham, I. D. et al., Lost in 
knowledge translation: Time for a map, pp. 13–24, copyright © 2006, John Wiley & Sons, Inc.)  
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Shaping practice and the development of 
practice frameworks… 

Practice frameworks integrate 

research evidence, ethical principles 

and practitioner experiential 

knowledge in ways that support good 

practice in the field  



Why develop practice frameworks 

o Practitioners rarely have the capacity to keep 

updated on research in their area of 

expertise 

o Practice frameworks that are built from a 

research and practice knowledge base have 

the potential to provides an accessible tool 

to support practice in the field.  



A research-shaping-action collaboration 
between… 

Senior Practitioners  and practice researchers at 
OzChild: 

o Lynne McCrae; Gaye Mitchell; Merilyn Di 
Blasio; Bronwyn Harrison; Neha Mascarenhas 
and Caroline Walsh 
 

Researchers from the University of Melbourne: 
o Meredith Kiraly and Marie Connolly 

 

Knowledge 
inquiry 

Knowledge 
synthesis 

Practice 
framework 
in kinship 
care 



A kinship care practice framework 

A commitment to academic and practice collaboration 
involving: 
 

Knowledge inquiry: 
An understanding of 
kinship care research 
and practice 
literature 

Knowledge synthesis: 
Research literature; 
insights from kinship 
care practitioners; 
principles of good 
practice  

Knowledge 
frameworks: The 
development of a 
kinship care practice 
framework 



Collaborative knowledge-into-practice process 

o Knowledge inquiry: 
o Kinship care literature search 
o Collaborative meetings with academics 

and senior practitioners 
 

o Knowledge synthesis 
o Identifying what is important in the 

literature 
o Identifying what is important in practice 

 
o Creation of framework 

o Identifying practice domains 
o Creating practice messages that are 

knowledge informed 



Turning knowledge into action: informing the 
framework with research… 

o Kinship carers face many physical and socioeconomic difficulties 
(Boetto 2010;Dunne & Kettler 2008; Breman 2014; Kiraly 2015; 
Farmer 2009) 

o Caregivers report feeling isolated from friends and family and feel 
unsupported at the very time they need increased support (Strozier 
2012). They often have poor access to services (Wichinsky et al 
2013) 

o Sibling carers is a growing phenomenon; kith placements are 
becoming a feature of care (Breman 2014)  

o The care of children who have experience abuse and neglect 
involves having a strong knowledge of attachment and attachment 
disorder and development that has been affected by trauma 
(Tarrne-Sweeney 2013) 

o Kinship care arrangements are not ‘risk free zones’ (Aldgate & 
McIntosh 2006) 

o Relationship dynamics are complex (Kiraly & Humphreys 2014 
Brown & Sen 2014) 



And also… 

o The Parental environment cluster model (Burke, 
Chandy, Dannerbeck & Watt, 1998), identifying 
three elements that support good parenting: 

 
o Parenting knowledge and skills; 
 
o The development of social support systems; 
 
o Resource management  
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LIFE COURSE ISSUES (Harms 2010) 

Young adult carers Middle adulthood carers Late adulthood carers 

o Relational development 

o Multiple partnerships 

o Gender and sexual identity 

o Moral and/or spiritual 

dimension 

o Occupational identity 

o Energy of youth 

o Partnership stability 

o Established friendship network 

outside family 

o Balancing paid work and family 

o Hormonal changes 

o Occupational transitions 

o Aged parents 

o Existential issues and losses (e.g. 

parent) 

 

o Longevity, including women’s 

longevity 

o Decline in physical and cognitive 

functioning, including mobility issues 

o Relational loss (eg. Partner, siblings) 

o Retirement and job loss 

o Spirituality/religion as protective 

factors 

• Less visible as carers 

• Out of sinc with peer group 

• Sibling/carer role confusion 

• May share trauma history 

• Loss of social life and partnering 

opportunities 

• Caring for multiple children 

across age range 

• Out of sinc with peers 

• Relationship dynamics with birth 

parents? 

• Parent/grandparent role confusion 

• Out of sinc with peers 

• Reduced energy for parenting 

• Increased need for respite care 

• Reduced income 

• Sole caregiving and isolation 
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o Are we strengthening parenting skills? 

o Are there parallel trauma experiences with the child 

and carer and how might we respond to these? 

o How do development needs impact on placement 

care and safety e.g. the carers social needs?  

o Are we strengthening parenting skills? 

o How can we increase carer awareness of 

trauma, particularly when the child’s 

needs differ from other children in the 

family? 

o Are multiple demands impacting on carer 

capacity to be child-centred? 

o How are we using relationship to work with 

family dynamics, particularly in the context of 

restoration work?  

o How are we supporting the carer to manage 

discipline issues in age-close situations? 

o What life course and family issues impact on 

the relationship dynamics, particularly within 

sibling carer situations?  

o Are we strengthening parenting skills? 

o Do life course issues, e.g. decline in physical 

health; relational losses, impact on the carers 

ability to provide safe care?  

o How can we work with the carer to plan for 

future care and stability?  

o How are we using relationship to work with 

family dynamics, particularly in the context of 

restoration work? 

o How do family dynamics impact on the 

strength of the carer/child/parent relationship? 

o Are we understanding the life course issues for 

the middle adulthood carer and their 

implications?  

o How are we using relationship to work with 

family dynamics, particularly in the context 

of restoration work? 

o How is the carer managing the child/ 

parent/ grandparent relationship dynamic? 

o How can informal networks be built and 

strengthened?  

o Are we supporting family involvement whilst 

understanding risks and opportunities, particularly 

when working toward restoration? 

o How might we respond to the child’s and carers 

parallel cultural identities and needs? 

o What age appropriate cultural connections can carers 

make?  

o Are we supporting family involvement whilst 

understanding risks and opportunities, particularly 

when working toward restoration? 

o Can we mobilize cultural leadership? 

o How can we support the mid life carer exposed to 

multiple family and work/community demands? 

o Are we supporting family involvement whilst 

understanding risks and opportunities, 

particularly when working toward restoration? 

o What does spirituality- and/or culture-

informed practice look like with late 

adulthood carers? 

o Is relational loss an issue for the carer and how 

might we respond? 

o Are we advocating for the carer’s practical , legal 

and financial needs  (e.g. respite, transport, housing, 

rights)? 

o How might we help build age appropriate  support 

systems e.g. using technology? 

o How do we increase the visibility of young carers? 

o Are we advocating for the carer’s practical , 

legal and financial needs  (e.g. respite, 

transport, housing, rights)? 

o Are carers aware and realistic of their rights and 

responsibilities? 

o How do we support mid-life carers to meet their 

specific needs?  

o Are we advocating for the carer’s practical, legal and 

financial needs (e.g. respite, transport, housing, 

rights) 

o How might we connect carers to formal supports that 

meet their particular areas of vulnerability e.g. health 

needs?  

o How might we broach the educational needs?  

ch
al

le
n

g
es

 

ch
al

le
n

g
es

 

ch
al

le
n

g
es

 



LIFE COURSE ISSUES (Harms 2010) 

Young adult carers Middle adulthood carers Late adulthood carers 

o Relational development 

o Multiple partnerships 

o Gender and sexual identity 

o Moral and/or spiritual 

dimension 

o Occupational identity 

o Energy of youth 

o Partnership stability 

o Established friendship network 

outside family 

o Balancing paid work and family 

o Hormonal changes 

o Occupational transitions 

o Aged parents 

o Existential issues and losses (e.g. 

parent) 

 

o Longevity, including women’s 

longevity 

o Decline in physical and cognitive 

functioning, including mobility issues 

o Relational loss (eg. Partner, siblings) 

o Retirement and job loss 

o Spirituality/religion as protective 

factors 

• Less visible as carers 

• Out of sinc with peer group 

• Sibling/carer role confusion 

• May share trauma history 

• Loss of social life and partnering 

opportunities 

• Caring for multiple children 

across age range 

• Out of sinc with peers 

• Relationship dynamics with birth 

parents? 

• Parent/grandparent role confusion 

• Out of sinc with peers 

• Reduced energy for parenting 

• Increased need for respite care 

• Reduced income 

• Sole caregiving and isolation 

ch
al

le
n

g
es

 

ch
al

le
n

g
es

 

ch
al

le
n

g
es

 

A life course approach 

Life course dynamics arise in part from the interplay of 
trajectories and transitions, an interdependence played out 
over time and in relation to others. Interdependence emerges 
from the socially differentiated life course of individuals, its 
multiple trajectories and their synchronization.  (Elder 1984:31) 
 
This resonated with what we know about the dynamics of 
kinship care 



The skeleton of the framework:  
Practice domains – what is recognized as important 
in child and family welfare practice 

o Child-centred 
 

o Relationship supportive 
 

o Family and culturally responsive 
 

o System focused 
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o Are we strengthening parenting skills? 

o Are there parallel trauma experiences with the child 

and carer and how might we respond to these? 

o How do development needs impact on placement 

care and safety e.g. the carers social needs?  

o Are we strengthening parenting skills? 

o How can we increase carer awareness of 

trauma, particularly when the child’s 

needs differ from other children in the 

family? 

o Are multiple demands impacting on carer 

capacity to be child-centred? 

o Are we strengthening parenting skills? 

o Do life course issues, e.g. decline in physical 

health; relational losses, impact on the carers 

ability to provide safe care?  

o How can we work with the carer to plan for 

future care and stability?  

Child-centred – “engaging with children and their families, 
understanding and providing services that reflect their 
individual needs, and seeing and taking into account their 
wishes and feelings” (Goodyer 2011:17)  
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o How are we using relationship to work with 

family dynamics, particularly in the context of 

restoration work?  

o How are we supporting the carer to manage 

discipline issues in age-close situations? 

o What life course and family issues impact on 

the relationship dynamics, particularly within 

sibling carer situations?  

o How are we using relationship to work with 

family dynamics, particularly in the context of 

restoration work? 

o How do family dynamics impact on the 

strength of the carer/child/parent relationship? 

o Are we understanding the life course issues for 

the middle adulthood carer and their 

implications?  

o How are we using relationship to work with 

family dynamics, particularly in the context 

of restoration work? 

o How is the carer managing the child/ 

parent/ grandparent relationship dynamic? 

o How can informal networks be built and 

strengthened?  

Relationship-supportive – a familiar theme in 
contemporary practice with children and families – 
“When workers made use of the various relationship 
skills the clients generally did better on the outcome 
measures (Trotter 2004:162) 
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o Are we supporting family involvement whilst 

understanding risks and opportunities, particularly 

when working toward restoration? 

o How might we respond to the child’s and carers 

parallel cultural identities and needs? 

o What age appropriate cultural connections can carers 

make?  

o Are we supporting family involvement whilst 

understanding risks and opportunities, particularly 

when working toward restoration? 

o Can we mobilize cultural leadership? 

o How can we support the mid life carer exposed to 

multiple family and work/community demands? 

o Are we supporting family involvement whilst 

understanding risks and opportunities, 

particularly when working toward restoration? 

o What does spirituality- and/or culture-

informed practice look like with late 

adulthood carers? 

o Is relational loss an issue for the carer and how 

might we respond? 

Family and Culturally responsive – includes working 
in partnership with local communities to strengthen 
access to cultural networks of support, identifying 
traditional sources of knowledge, and thinking 
beyond the formality of professional care in ways 
that enable the nurturing of cultural knowledge 
(Fulcher 2012) 
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LIFE COURSE ISSUES (Harms 2010) 

Young adult carers Middle adulthood carers Late adulthood carers 

o Relational development 

o Multiple partnerships 

o Gender and sexual identity 

o Moral and/or spiritual 

dimension 

o Occupational identity 

o Energy of youth 

o Partnership stability 

o Established friendship network 

outside family 

o Balancing paid work and family 

o Hormonal changes 

o Occupational transitions 

o Aged parents 

o Existential issues and losses (e.g. 

parent) 

 

o Longevity, including women’s 

longevity 

o Decline in physical and cognitive 

functioning, including mobility issues 

o Relational loss (eg. Partner, siblings) 

o Retirement and job loss 

o Spirituality/religion as protective 

factors 

• Less visible as carers 

• Out of sinc with peer group 

• Sibling/carer role confusion 

• May share trauma history 

• Loss of social life and partnering 

opportunities 

• Caring for multiple children 

across age range 

• Out of sinc with peers 

• Relationship dynamics with birth 

parents? 

• Parent/grandparent role confusion 

• Out of sinc with peers 

• Reduced energy for parenting 

• Increased need for respite care 

• Reduced income 

• Sole caregiving and isolation 
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o Are we strengthening parenting skills? 

o Are there parallel trauma experiences with the child 

and carer and how might we respond to these? 

o How do development needs impact on placement 

care and safety e.g. the carers social needs?  

o Are we strengthening parenting skills? 

o How can we increase carer awareness of 

trauma, particularly when the child’s 

needs differ from other children in the 

family? 

o Are multiple demands impacting on carer 

capacity to be child-centred? 

o How are we using relationship to work with 

family dynamics, particularly in the context of 

restoration work?  

o How are we supporting the carer to manage 

discipline issues in age-close situations? 

o What life course and family issues impact on 

the relationship dynamics, particularly within 

sibling carer situations?  

o Are we strengthening parenting skills? 

o Do life course issues, e.g. decline in physical 

health; relational losses, impact on the carers 

ability to provide safe care?  

o How can we work with the carer to plan for 

future care and stability?  

o How are we using relationship to work with 

family dynamics, particularly in the context of 

restoration work? 

o How do family dynamics impact on the 

strength of the carer/child/parent relationship? 

o Are we understanding the life course issues for 

the middle adulthood carer and their 

implications?  

o How are we using relationship to work with 

family dynamics, particularly in the context 

of restoration work? 

o How is the carer managing the child/ 

parent/ grandparent relationship dynamic? 

o How can informal networks be built and 

strengthened?  

o Are we supporting family involvement whilst 

understanding risks and opportunities, particularly 

when working toward restoration? 

o How might we respond to the child’s and carers 

parallel cultural identities and needs? 

o What age appropriate cultural connections can carers 

make?  

o Are we supporting family involvement whilst 

understanding risks and opportunities, particularly 

when working toward restoration? 

o Can we mobilize cultural leadership? 

o How can we support the mid life carer exposed to 

multiple family and work/community demands? 

o Are we supporting family involvement whilst 

understanding risks and opportunities, 

particularly when working toward restoration? 

o What does spirituality- and/or culture-

informed practice look like with late 

adulthood carers? 

o Is relational loss an issue for the carer and how 

might we respond? 

o Are we advocating for the carer’s practical , legal 

and financial needs  (e.g. respite, transport, housing, 

rights)? 

o How might we help build age appropriate  support 

systems e.g. using technology? 

o How do we increase the visibility of young carers? 

o Are we advocating for the carer’s practical , 

legal and financial needs  (e.g. respite, 

transport, housing, rights)? 

o Are carers aware and realistic of their rights and 

responsibilities? 

o How do we support mid-life carers to meet their 

specific needs?  

o Are we advocating for the carer’s practical, legal and 

financial needs (e.g. respite, transport, housing, 

rights) 

o How might we connect carers to formal supports that 

meet their particular areas of vulnerability e.g. health 

needs?  

o How might we broach the educational needs?  
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o Are we advocating for the carer’s practical , legal 

and financial needs  (e.g. respite, transport, housing, 

rights)? 

o How might we help build age appropriate  support 

systems e.g. using technology? 

o How do we increase the visibility of young carers? 

o Are we advocating for the carer’s practical , 

legal and financial needs  (e.g. respite, 

transport, housing, rights)? 

o Are carers aware and realistic of their rights and 

responsibilities? 

o How do we support mid-life carers to meet their 

specific needs?  

o Are we advocating for the carer’s practical, legal and 

financial needs (e.g. respite, transport, housing, 

rights) 

o How might we connect carers to formal supports that 

meet their particular areas of vulnerability e.g. health 

needs?  

o How might we broach the educational needs?  

System focused – reinforcing the 
importance of workers being an 
advocate for kinship carers, 
supporting their practical, legal and 
financial needs, and using both 
informal and formal systems to do so 
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LIFE COURSE ISSUES (Harms 2010) 

Young adult carers Middle adulthood carers Late adulthood carers 

o Relational development 

o Multiple partnerships 

o Gender and sexual identity 

o Moral and/or spiritual 

dimension 

o Occupational identity 

o Energy of youth 

o Partnership stability 

o Established friendship network 

outside family 

o Balancing paid work and family 

o Hormonal changes 

o Occupational transitions 

o Aged parents 

o Existential issues and losses (e.g. 

parent) 

 

o Longevity, including women’s 

longevity 

o Decline in physical and cognitive 

functioning, including mobility issues 

o Relational loss (eg. Partner, siblings) 

o Retirement and job loss 

o Spirituality/religion as protective 

factors 

• Less visible as carers 

• Out of sinc with peer group 

• Sibling/carer role confusion 

• May share trauma history 

• Loss of social life and partnering 

opportunities 

• Caring for multiple children 

across age range 

• Out of sinc with peers 

• Relationship dynamics with birth 

parents? 

• Parent/grandparent role confusion 

• Out of sinc with peers 

• Reduced energy for parenting 

• Increased need for respite care 

• Reduced income 

• Sole caregiving and isolation 
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o Are we strengthening parenting skills? 

o Are there parallel trauma experiences with the child 

and carer and how might we respond to these? 

o How do development needs impact on placement 

care and safety e.g. the carers social needs?  

o Are we strengthening parenting skills? 

o How can we increase carer awareness of 

trauma, particularly when the child’s 

needs differ from other children in the 

family? 

o Are multiple demands impacting on carer 

capacity to be child-centred? 

o How are we using relationship to work with 

family dynamics, particularly in the context of 

restoration work?  

o How are we supporting the carer to manage 

discipline issues in age-close situations? 

o What life course and family issues impact on 

the relationship dynamics, particularly within 

sibling carer situations?  

o Are we strengthening parenting skills? 

o Do life course issues, e.g. decline in physical 

health; relational losses, impact on the carers 

ability to provide safe care?  

o How can we work with the carer to plan for 

future care and stability?  

o How are we using relationship to work with 

family dynamics, particularly in the context of 

restoration work? 

o How do family dynamics impact on the 

strength of the carer/child/parent relationship? 

o Are we understanding the life course issues for 

the middle adulthood carer and their 

implications?  

o How are we using relationship to work with 

family dynamics, particularly in the context 

of restoration work? 

o How is the carer managing the child/ 

parent/ grandparent relationship dynamic? 

o How can informal networks be built and 

strengthened?  

o Are we supporting family involvement whilst 

understanding risks and opportunities, particularly 

when working toward restoration? 

o How might we respond to the child’s and carers 

parallel cultural identities and needs? 

o What age appropriate cultural connections can carers 

make?  

o Are we supporting family involvement whilst 

understanding risks and opportunities, particularly 

when working toward restoration? 

o Can we mobilize cultural leadership? 

o How can we support the mid life carer exposed to 

multiple family and work/community demands? 

o Are we supporting family involvement whilst 

understanding risks and opportunities, 

particularly when working toward restoration? 

o What does spirituality- and/or culture-

informed practice look like with late 

adulthood carers? 

o Is relational loss an issue for the carer and how 

might we respond? 

o Are we advocating for the carer’s practical , legal 

and financial needs  (e.g. respite, transport, housing, 

rights)? 

o How might we help build age appropriate  support 

systems e.g. using technology? 

o How do we increase the visibility of young carers? 

o Are we advocating for the carer’s practical , 

legal and financial needs  (e.g. respite, 

transport, housing, rights)? 

o Are carers aware and realistic of their rights and 

responsibilities? 

o How do we support mid-life carers to meet their 

specific needs?  

o Are we advocating for the carer’s practical, legal and 

financial needs (e.g. respite, transport, housing, 

rights) 

o How might we connect carers to formal supports that 

meet their particular areas of vulnerability e.g. health 

needs?  

o How might we broach the educational needs?  
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LIFE COURSE ISSUES (Harms 2010) 

Young adult carers Middle adulthood carers Late adulthood carers 

o Relational development 

o Multiple partnerships 

o Gender and sexual identity 

o Moral and/or spiritual 

dimension 

o Occupational identity 

o Energy of youth 

o Partnership stability 

o Established friendship network 

outside family 

o Balancing paid work and family 

o Hormonal changes 

o Occupational transitions 

o Aged parents 

o Existential issues and losses (e.g. 

parent) 

 

o Longevity, including women’s 

longevity 

o Decline in physical and cognitive 

functioning, including mobility issues 

o Relational loss (eg. Partner, siblings) 

o Retirement and job loss 

o Spirituality/religion as protective 

factors 

• Less visible as carers 

• Out of sinc with peer group 

• Sibling/carer role confusion 

• May share trauma history 

• Loss of social life and partnering 

opportunities 

• Caring for multiple children 

across age range 

• Out of sinc with peers 

• Relationship dynamics with birth 

parents? 

• Parent/grandparent role confusion 

• Out of sinc with peers 

• Reduced energy for parenting 

• Increased need for respite care 

• Reduced income 

• Sole caregiving and isolation 

R
el

at
io

n
sh

ip
 s

u
p
p
o
rt

iv
e 

o Are we strengthening parenting skills? 

o Are there parallel trauma experiences with the child 

and carer and how might we respond to these? 

o How do development needs impact on placement 

care and safety e.g. the carers social needs?  

o Are we strengthening parenting skills? 

o How can we increase carer awareness of 

trauma, particularly when the child’s 

needs differ from other children in the 

family? 

o Are multiple demands impacting on carer 

capacity to be child-centred? 

o How are we using relationship to work with 

family dynamics, particularly in the context of 

restoration work?  

o How are we supporting the carer to manage 

discipline issues in age-close situations? 

o What life course and family issues impact on 

the relationship dynamics, particularly within 

sibling carer situations?  

o Are we strengthening parenting skills? 

o Do life course issues, e.g. decline in physical 

health; relational losses, impact on the carers 

ability to provide safe care?  

o How can we work with the carer to plan for 

future care and stability?  

o How are we using relationship to work with 

family dynamics, particularly in the context of 

restoration work? 

o How do family dynamics impact on the 

strength of the carer/child/parent relationship? 

o Are we understanding the life course issues for 

the middle adulthood carer and their 

implications?  

o How are we using relationship to work with 

family dynamics, particularly in the context 

of restoration work? 

o How is the carer managing the child/ 

parent/ grandparent relationship dynamic? 

o How can informal networks be built and 

strengthened?  

o Are we supporting family involvement whilst 

understanding risks and opportunities, particularly 

when working toward restoration? 

o How might we respond to the child’s and carers 

parallel cultural identities and needs? 

o What age appropriate cultural connections can carers 

make?  

o Are we supporting family involvement whilst 

understanding risks and opportunities, particularly 

when working toward restoration? 

o Can we mobilize cultural leadership? 

o How can we support the mid life carer exposed to 

multiple family and work/community demands? 

o Are we supporting family involvement whilst 

understanding risks and opportunities, 

particularly when working toward restoration? 

o What does spirituality- and/or culture-

informed practice look like with late 

adulthood carers? 

o Is relational loss an issue for the carer and how 

might we respond? 

o Are we advocating for the carer’s practical , legal 

and financial needs  (e.g. respite, transport, housing, 

rights)? 

o How might we help build age appropriate  support 

systems e.g. using technology? 

o How do we increase the visibility of young carers? 

o Are we advocating for the carer’s practical , 

legal and financial needs  (e.g. respite, 

transport, housing, rights)? 

o Are carers aware and realistic of their rights and 

responsibilities? 

o How do we support mid-life carers to meet their 

specific needs?  

o Are we advocating for the carer’s practical, legal and 

financial needs (e.g. respite, transport, housing, 

rights) 

o How might we connect carers to formal supports that 

meet their particular areas of vulnerability e.g. health 

needs?  

o How might we broach the educational needs?  
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Further thoughts about research shaping 
action… 

Research is unlikely to influence practice action unless we add 
synthesizing and translational steps.  
 
The knowledge creation and translation model provides a process 
for knowledge synthesis and research-informed practice 
development that crosses fields of practice. 

 
 

Knowledge inquiry: An 
understanding of (field 
of practice) research 
and knowledge 

Knowledge synthesis: 
Research literature; 
insights from (field of 
practice) practitioners; 
principles of good 
practice  

Knowledge 
frameworks: The 
development of a 
(field-specific) practice 
framework 

And practice frameworks can function as a compass that can help 
us find our way across unknown landscapes, and sometimes very 
complicated terrain, that very often characterizes practice. 
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